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I. 


AN ACCOUN T of the Plague, 
that raged lately in Poland, extracted from 
a Letter written from Cracow by John 
Bernard Sthaar, Doétor of Phyfick, to the 
Baron de Huyflen, Counfelor of War to 
Hiis Czarian Majefly. 


b HE Dreadful Plague, which has de- 
ftroy’d fo many People in this City, 
was occafion’d not only by the little 

Care that was taken to keep People in Health, 

but alfo by their great Fear, Confternation, 

and Naftinefs. It began about the 18th Day 
of Auguft, 1707. Cucumbers were then very 
plentiful, and more acid than they ufed to be. 

‘The frequent Eating of that Fruit did nota 

little contribute to that horrid Diftemper ; 

which was alfo brought over by the —~ 

from the Neighbouring Places , particu a 

from Leopol , where it has raged above thefe 

Two Years, without any Abatement. To 

this I muft add , That the Summer being then 

extremely dry and hot, People grew fo lean 
and fo ill-affef&ed, that they were eafily {truck 
with that Epidemical Difeafe. The Poor 
were horribly infe@&ed ; but there was hardly 
above One or Two Rich Perfons afflicted with 
it. This Contagious Diftemper confifted, ei- 
ther ina flow and difficult Circulation of the 
Blood, occafion’d by corrofive and fixed Acids, 
or in a Diffolution and Relaxation of the Tex- 
ture of that Liquor, attended with Blifters of 
feveral Colours, efpecially black, and many 
dreadful Symptoms ; whereby this Contagion 
differ’d from all others that have been obferv’d 
hitherto, and appear'd under more different 


Shapes than Protews himfelf. Sometimes the 
Contagion diffolved the Blood , and turn’d it 
into a Serous Liquor ; whereby the Heart and 
the Brain loft all their Spirits, and the Body 
remain’d without any Strength. Sometimes 
the whole Mafs of the Blood was Coagulated. 
This Variety produced different Phenomena : 
Some were taken with the Fever call’d Epialos, 
others with the Fever call’d Lipuria, attended 
with a Pain in their Breaft, a great Sadnefs, a 
Vomiting of yellow or green Vifcous Matter, 
a great Shivering, and then a confiderable 
Heat , befides a great Wearinefs, an intolera- 
ble Head-ach, with a frightful Face, and con« 
tinual Agitations and Ravings. Nay, many 
Women, without any Shame, ran ftark naked 
thro’ the Streets, as if they had been mad, till 
they were fhut up. Their Feet did fhake ; 
they fele the Gripes about the Glands of the 
Pancreas : Many made bloody Water: Their 
Pulfe was weak , flow and unequal: Some- 
times they were troubled with a violent Thirft, 
and fometimes they were not dry at all. The 
Lympha ftagnating in the Glandulois Parts, 
occafion’d Swellings , which produced Inflam- 
mations in the Arm-pits or Groins, efpé- 
cially in the latter, without any Carbuncle : 
The Spots, proceeding ftom the Corrofion 
of the Capillary Veflels, wherein the Blood 
was extravafated, were moft of ’em black ; 
but did not appear in every body. Thus the 
Plague , without having any particular Symp- 
tom , deftroy’d many People in Three Days, 
It feem’d to partake very much of the Hunga- 
rian Fever, and to propagate it felf : The 
Contagion, arifing from Naftinefs and the Efe 


fluvia of Dead Bodies, got into thofe that 


were in Health, and quickly confuméd them. 
The Membranes Were inflamied by che Saline 
5 Pat- 
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Particles , which occafion’d dreadful Ravings ; 
as | obferved in a Groom, who died a Fren- 
tick in Nine Days. Others were very drowly, 
becaufe thick and vifcous Particles obftructed 
their Nerves) In the Winter, thofe that were 
firuck with that Diftemper in the Streets, loft 
the Ufe of their Limbs, and the Plague de- 
ftroy’d many in that manner. No Care was 
taken to prevent, or to cure this Diftemper : 
All thofe Remedies, that can preferve a due 
Mixture of the Blood, fhou’d have been ad- 
miniftred , efpecially a good Regimen. Tho’ 
the Air was wholfome every where, except 
about the Houfes, where it was impregnated 
with Peftilential Particles, flowing from Dead 
Bodies ; thofe that were in Health refolved to 
leave the Town: The Magiftrates and the 
Phyficians themfelves would not ftay in it. 
Fear and Anxiety of Mind increafed the Di- 
ftemper. For the poor People being thus for- 
faken, knew not which way toturn, and were 
not able to prevent the Infection. When any 
one was thought to be infeéted, he was imme- 
diately fhut up : Thofe that were Sound ha- 
ving nothing to eat, and the Sick wanting 
Remedies, perifh’d all alike. Others were car- 
tied to the Hofpital, and had Purges and Vo- 
mits adminiftred to them every Week ; but 
the Diftemper being in its Height, they died 
notwithftanding. A Vomit given in due time 
woud have proved an Excellent Antidote ; be- 
caufe if the Acid Crudities, that got into the 
Pores of the Abdomen, had been removed from 
the beginning , the Effluvia wou'd have had a 
free Paffage ; whereas, remaining in thofe 
Membranous Parts, they occafion’d a great 
Unheafinefs and Anxiety by their continual Cor- 
rofion. Nay, a Vomit wou'd have been the 
moft effe@tual Remedy to bring our the foul 
Humours of the Body ; as it appears by the 
Practice of Dr. Schonberg, who cured and pre- 
ferved above Three Hundred People , partly 
by a Vomit, and partly by his Elixir. 


We think it more proper to leave this Paffage un- 
tranflated, than to give a Tranflation of it. 


Conftat Elix. ex tind. bezoard. f. a. elix. 
prop. f. a. tind. rad. gent. effent. Camph. aa. 
cujus Compofiti a 40 ad 60 guttas in cremato 
pro prefervatione, in cerevifia vero calida pro 
curatione, addendo eidem in naufea aut vomi- 
tu imprimis foeminarum Spirit. vitr. coag. ad 
gratam aciditatem exhibuit. Vomitorium fuie 
Tartarus Emet. a iij. gr. ad fummum , ceteris 
omnibus merito non tam ratione Securitatis 
quam effe@us anteferendus. Balfamum quen- 
dam in oleis aromaticis cum croce Solis interne 
ad 7 gutt. in ovo forbili vel Spiritu vini redif. 
camph. externe ad Scrobiculum Cordis inun- 
gendum prxbuit, unde juvamen per Sudores 
& motum circularem reftitutum expertus eft. 
Alias preter Crematum, panaceam Polonicam, 
angelicatum unicum omnibus folatium acetum 
theriacale varie defcriptionis fumebant. Ce- 
tera alexipharmaca ignorabant, nec aderat qui 
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experiretur aliud hujus luis antidotum preter 
Spiritum vini camphoratum,quem nonnunquam 
etiam pro potu ordinario, loco bezoardicorum, 
fanguinis circulum promoventium, & lenium 
diaphoreticorum, que omnem fere abfolviffene 
curam, hauriebant; nitrofa quandoque aut 
alcalica fixa & volatilia adhibica appetitum de. 
jecerunt , infuper debilitatem diarrhzamque 
caufarunt, qua ultima intra diem fuccumbe- 
bant. 


Such was the Method generally obferv’d ae 
Cracow, without any Regard to particular . 
Symptoms, moft of which occafion’d the Death 
of People on the Third or Fifth Day, and 
few actain’d to , or lived above the Seventh or 
Ninth. This Diftemper raged above Three 
Months , and carry’d off above Forty People 


* every Day ; but in the end of Odfober, when 


Cold Weather came on, it began to abate, in 
fo much that not above Seven People died on 
the Fifth or Seventh Day. But in December, 
and in Fanuary, 1708. they attain’d to the 
Eleventh Day, and generally recover'’d ; 
whereby it appear’d, that the Peftilential Fe- 
ver was changed into a malignant one. In 
February it turtid into a Quotidian Ague, of 
which few People died till the 21ft of day, 
when fome Perfons departed this Life, having 
fome Signs of the Plague. From that time 
this Diftemper abated every day in fuch a man- 
ner, that this City and the adjacent Parts have 
been free from it almoft thefe Two Years, and 
the Inhabitants are return’d to their Houfes. 
The Number of thofe, who died of the Plague 
within and without the Walls of Cracow, 
reckoning the ‘ews, amounts to near Eighteen 
Thoufand, among whom there is hardly One 
or Two Perfons of any State. Thofe, thae 
were in good Circumftances, fled into the 
Countrey , as foon as they heard of the 
Plague. This is, Sit, what I know about 
this Dreadful Diftemper, and what I have 
thought fit to communicate to you. 





If. 


AN ACCOUNT of a Difcourfe of 
M DE LA HIRE the Younger, ) 
concerning the Analogy obfervable between 
Plants and Animals, and the Ufe that may 
be made of it; which he read in the Af- 
Sembly of the Royal Academy of Sci- 


ences on the 30th of April /a/?. 

M DE LA HIRE took Notice, in 

e the firft Place , of the Reafons why 
the Study of Botanicks, and the Knowledge of 
Plants,have appear’d hitherto more barren than 
any other Science ; and then he fhow’d, chat 
though Botanicks feem to afford little Matter, 
yet they are full of curious Fa@s. He added, 


that ‘tisno eafy thing to account forall the Phe= 
moments 
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nomena obfervable in Plants; efpecially if ie be 
required that each Proof fhou'd be immediate- 
ly taken from the Plants themfelves. He fur- 
ther faid, That if the Effeé&t, enquired after, 
did not appear in one Plant, it was to be found 
in another. He gave feveral Reafons for it, 
and fhow’d that the Knowledge we have of A- 
nimals may lead us to the Knowledge of Plants, 
He alfo obferved, that as each Countrey has 
fome Animals peculiar to ic, which cannot live 
elfewhere; fo there is no place upon Earth 
bue what has fome Plants, which cannot grow 
in any other Part. He gave fome Inftances of 
Plants, which being removed into other Coun- 
tries,{uffer by ic; and fhow’d how a Tranfplan- 
tation proves prejudical to them. 

He mention’d a kind of Plant, which the In- 
habitants of the Countrey, where it grows, 
look upon asa true Animal. He faid thac they 
call it Baromets or Boranets,which fignifiesa Lamb ; 
that this Plant grows in Tartary, and looks like 
a Sheep ; that this kind of Lamb has Four Feet, 
and a Head with Two Ears ; that it bas a very 


fine Skin, which ferves the Inhabitants to cover 


their Heads and Breafts ; that its Subftance has [ome 
Affinity with that of a Lobfter, and that when cut, 
a Ligqui~ like Blood comes out of it ; that it bas a 
wery pleafant Tafte; that the Stalk, on which it 
Stands, is Three Foot above Ground, and /ticks, as 
it were, to its Navel. What is most wonderful, 
is, that it thrives, whilst there ss fome Grafs about 
it ; but it dries up and perifhes, when the Grafs 
fails : "Tis plain that this Grafs is abfolutely nece/- 
fary to keep it alive, becaufe it bas been found by 
Experience, that if it be pluck’d out, the Plant can 
no longer [ubjist. M. de la Hire added , that ’tis 
faid Wolves are very greedy of ic: And he 
fhow’d that it is a true Plant, fince it proceeds 
from a Seed like that of Melons, except tuat 
it is not quite fo long. He obferved that tho’ 
this Account feems to be fabulous,. ic is atteft- 
ed by many credible Writers ; and that this 
Animal Plant ought to be look’d upon as a 
kind of a large Mufhroom. 

In the next Place, he difcourfed of thofe 
French Plants, the Seeds whereof have extraor- 
dinary Figures, efpecially of that which re- 
fembles the Muzzle of a Calf; and he made 
it appear, that the Functions perform’d in Plants 
are likewife perform’d in Animals, and that 
all of em are fubjeé& to the fameAccidents. He 
fhow’d thatthe Difcovery of Eggs in Plants 
had been made in thefe latter times ; and that 
Plants, as well as Animals , grow from Eggs ; 
and he faid many curious Things upon this 
Subject. 

Afterwards he obferved that the time when 
Plants begin to be fruitful, has an Affinity with 
the ripe Age of Animals ; and he faid that 
the fame kind of Seed produces fruitful and 
barren Plants ; which difcovers a fort of Ana- 
logy with the different Sexes of Animals. He 
alfo fhow’d that fome Plants and Animals are 
more or lefs flow in their Productions ; and 
that generally {peaking, all manner of Grafs 
brings Fruit more early than any Tree. He 
difcourfed of the various Kinds of Plants and 
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Animals, and what he faid upon that Subje& 
was very curious. He alfo difcover’d the Affi- 
nity obfervable between yearly Plants and In- 
feds , and fhow’d how, thofe Plants may be 
kept alive, that are not naturally apt to live. 
He alfo fpoke of the particular Food which | 
both of ‘em require, and explain’d what con- 
cerns their nutritive Juice and that of Animals. 

He proceeded to the Difeafes of Plants, and 
made ic appear that each kind of Plants and 
Animals have a peculiar Temper. He added, 
that there isa way of curing fick Trees; and 
that moff Gardiners rather chufe to pluck ’em 
out than to give themfelves the crouble of cu- 
ring them. He fhow’dthat Barrennefs is a ve- 
ry common Imperfeation, not only among ail 
Animals, but alfo among Plants ; and he faid 
Experience teaches us chat their Barrennefs 
may be prevented, and even that they may be 
rendred more fruitful than they were before. 

M. de la Hire added, that having fhown what’ 
Affinity there is between Plants and Animals 
from their Birth cill they die ; that having con- 
fidered chem, when fhut up in their Eggs, and 
unfolded,he had view’d them in a more advan- 
ced Ags, when they begin to be Fruitful , and 
when they ceafe co be fo ; that he had faid 
fomething of the old Age and Duration of 
Plants and Animals; and laftly, that he had 
examined their Difeafes, and the Remedies 
proper for them ; and that therefore one can 
hardly doubt that there is a great Analogy be- 
tween Plants and Animals. As for the ufe 
that may be made of that Comparifon, he ob- 
ferved that he had given fome hints of it, when 
he had inftanced upon Animals to draw from 
thence fome Confequences concerning Plants 3 
which was fufficient to prove his Aflertion. 
However, he undertook to explain a Phenome- 
non more fenfible than thofe he had mention’d, 
and concluded his Difcourfe with that Explica- 
tion. He fhowed why in the Year 1709. there 
was hardly any Tree frozen up but fuch as 
were old. This Difcourfe appear’d very curi- 
ous to the whole Affembly, and was heard with 
great Atcention. 

On the fame Day fome other Pieces were alfo 
read in the fame Academy, viz. <A Letter of 
M. Bernoulli, Profeffor at Bafil, concerning the 
Invention of a new Barometer. A Differtation 
concerning the Difcovery of a new Febrifuge. A 
Difcourfe of M. Homberg concerning [ulphurous 
Matters , fhewing how they may eafily be changed 
into another fort of Sulrbur. 

The day before, the Royal Academy of Infcripti- 
ons met. M. de Boze , their Secretary , bestowed 
an Encomium upon M. Thomas Corneille , date 
Member of that Academy ; and them the Abbot 
Maflieu, Regius Profefor of the. Greek Tongue, 
read a Differtation, entitld, A Paraflel between 
Homer and Plato. The Abbot Tilladet fooke mext 
to him, and read a Dillertation, wherein be fhow’d 
that the Christians Emperors, who affumed the Title 
of Pontifex Maximus, were nit to blome for it 
and that it was rather advantaye us than prejudicial 
to the Chriftian Religion. The litt Difcourfe ‘con- 
cerning Sepalehral Infcriptions , was reed by M. 
Henrion. H A M. 
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HAMBURG. 


HE following Book, publith’'d by M.Welfw, Profef- 
for of Philofophy in the Univerfity of Wittemberg, 
is lately come out. seat 3 

Cafauboniana, five Ifsaci Cafauboni varia de Scriptoribus 
librifque Fudicia, Obfervationes facre in atriufjue Faderis lo- 
ca, Philologice item Cy Ecclefiaftice, Orc. nunc primum eruta, 
notifque illuftrata a Fo. Chriftophoro Wolfio , Prof. Publ. Phi- 
lofophie Extraord. in Academia Wittebergen{i. Hamburgi, 
fumptibus Chriftiani Libexeit. 1710. 8vo0 ’ 

There are among the MSS. of the Bodleian Library fe- 
veral Volumes, written with Ifaac Cafaubon’s own hand. 
They confift of Colle&ions and Journals, wherein that 
Learned Man inferted his Thoughts upon the Books he 
read, and a great many Obfervations upon feveral Sub- 
jets. M. Wolfius, being at Oxford , was admitted to per- 
ufe thofe MSS and extraéted from them fuch Obfervati- 
ons as appear’d to him moft material. 

This Work contains, 1. Cafaubon’s Judgment about fe- 
. veral Books and Writers. 2. Many Philological Ob- 
fervations. 3. His Remarks upon feveral Paflages of the 
Scripture. 4. His Obfervations upon Ecclefiaftical Hi- 
ftory. s§. The Notes of the Learned Editor, wherein he 
illuitrates or confirms the Obfervations of Cafaubon, and 
fometimes rectifies them. 

The Reader will find in this Book, among other things, 
all the Words, that exprefs the found of ali forts of Ani- 
mals, carefully colleé&ted out of Greek and Latin Authors, 
and difpofed in an Alphabetical Order , according to the 
Names of each Animal : Very fine Obfervations upon 
the Style of Polys:us, and its Affinity with the Phrafeolo- 
gy of the New Teftament : An Explication of fome Pu. 
nick Words , particularly of thofe, that are in Pfautus’s 
Penulus : Several Animadverfions upon Baronius, never 
before publifh’d, and written with Cafauon’s own hand 
in the Margins of the firft EX Tomes of that Cardinal's 
Annals: Laftly, fome curious Obfervations upon Sc. 
Paul's Style. 

M. Wolfius’s Notes difcover his great Judgment and 
Learning. Jn his Preface to this Book, wherein be di- 
fcourfes.of the Scaligeraua, Menagiana, &c. he tcems to 
promife a famefiana and Gronoviana, 


SWISSERLAN D. 


M David Hottinger, Nephew to Henry Hottinger, is 
¢ writing a Geographical, Hiftorical, and Philoto- 

hical Di&tionary. He has publifh’d a Con{peffus, where- 
in he gives an Account of his Defign. 


M. Wild, of Bern, has newly put out an Apology for 
the Ancient City of Aventicum, fituated in the Canton 
of Bern, againft a New Book, wherein that City is faid 
to have been built in Franche-Comte.. 


ROM E. 


Gravina defigns to publifh his Elegant Orations 

e in One Volume. He has finith’d his Inftiruti- 

ons of the Civil Law , to which he will add a Trearife 
concerning Jurifdi&tion. His Book concerning the Ro- 


_ man Empire, written very accurately , is alfo ready for 
the Prefs. 


The Marquis Maffei, of Verona, has put out a Treatife 
concerning Duels, wherein he mentions the Caufes of 
the ufual ser nae among the Nobility. He treats this 
Subject methodically , and confutes all the pernicious 
Maxims, that are to be found in feveral Authors. 


Eight Large Maps, containing an Univerfal Chronolo- 
gy, have been publifh’d here. M. Charles Delfai is the 


~~ 


Author of em. Thofe Chronological Tables are ac. 
counted the beft, becaufe the Author made ufe of the 
moft Accurate Chronologers. 


PARTS. 


. HE Differtation of the Abbot Sevin, concerning 

Menes , ( See Page 48. of thefe Memoirs, ) has been 
criticisd by Two Authors, The Abbot has publith’d 
an Anfwer, wherein he vindicates that Differtation. 

Repoufe a quelques Critiques fur la Differtation de Menés, 
oi Lon eclaircit plufieurs endroits importants de I Hiftoire fa- 
crve © prophane. Par M. 1 Abbé Sevin. A Paris. 1710, 
In 120 pagg. 63. 

M. Bafnage’s Hiftory of the Jews has been reprinted here 
with feveral Additions , and Corre&tions. The Editor 
has taken the Liberty to leave out all thofe Paflages, 
wherein the Author reflected upon the Doétrine and Pra- 
&tices of the Church of Rome. 

The following Defcription of a Pi&ture of Francis Al. 
bano, lodged in the King’s Cabinet, has been very Ac. 
ceptable to the Curious. 

‘€ God having decreed the Myftery of the Incarnation 
“ from all Eternity, the Perfons of the Holy Trinity 
“ fulfill’d it in the Fulnefs of Time. God, the Father, 
“* fent the Angel Gabriel to the Bleffed Virgin, to inform 
her of it. "Tis that very Moment when he gave him 
‘* this Order, which Francis Albano, one of the moft Ex. 
“ cellent Painters of Italy, and great Uncle to the Pope, 
‘* has exprefs’d in the beautiful Pifture, call’d the Glory of 
‘¢ Aloano,whichisin the King’s Cabinet. 

“€ *Tis an Oval, in the upper Part of which the Painter 
“* has reprefented the Heavens open, and fhining with a 
“ Sweet Light, diffufed over the Choires of Angels,who 
“* appear ina refpeCtful Silence, and are ftruck with Ad- 
miration. Which is the Reafon why this Pi&ture is 
** call’d the Glory. 

“ God, the Father, is inthe middle, fitting upon the 
Cherubins and Thrones, holding in his Right Hand an 
azured Globe, a Symbol of the World which he defigns 
to Redeem, and ftretching his Left Hand to give his 
Orders to the Angel, who appears underneath in the 
middle of the Air, with an Admirable Grace and 
Lightnefs. Lower, there is an Angel of an Inferior 
Order, holding a Lilly to denote the Purity of the 
Perfon, who is concern'd in the Myftery : This is the 
Painter's Invention. 
‘* It isadmirable in the Figures of Four Women,Two 
whereof are placed upon Clouds on each fide of the 
Pig&ture. Thofe on the Right Hand reprefent justice 
and Peace; the other Two, Mercy and Truth, according 
to the Words of David, in the 85th Pfalm Verfe 10. 
Mercy and Truth are met together: Fuftice and Peace have 
kiffed each other. Thote Divine Attributes , which 
{eem’d to be contrary to one another, have been re- 
concil'd in the Myftery of the Incarnation. Fuffice 
and Truth required that Men fhou’d be Punith’d, whilft 
Mercy and Peace fued for Pardon. 
‘* Nothing can be more happily reprefented : All the 
Parts of this Excellent Work admirably exprefs what 
was decreed from all Eternity in the Divine Council; 
and therefore Albano, who knew the Worth of this 
Piece, faid, it deferved to belong to a Crowned Head: 
' E per una tefta coronata. | 

“ ‘This Original was brought from Bologna”. 


AMSTERDAM. 


? IS faid, the Continuation of Sir ohn Chardin's 
Voyages is to be printed here in Three Volumes 
in 4to. The firft will contain a Journal of the Author's 
Voyage from Parzs to I/pabau. There will be. in the 
Second. a General Deicription of Perfia; and the Third 
will confift of feveral Voyages made in 1674. and the 
following Years. Thofe Three Volumes will be adorn'd 
with many Copper-Plate's curioufly engraved. 
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